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conquest, and death in his wrath. It is by
royal favour that abundance spreads her
wings. Knowing that law is grounded on
immemorial custom, let the raja preserve
every good usage which is well established,
In the administration of justice, he is to be
assisted by a court of learned Brahmins, who
must have a thorough knowledge of the
civil and penal statutes, and loyaLy uphold
the national institutions which the gods
ordained.1

The whole body of unwritten tradition
was codified, in divers places and sundry
digests, by the Brahmin-jurists who made
the new enactments subservient, in the first
place, to sacerdotal interests. Thus, various
schools of law sprung up, all propounding
their own principles of jurisprudence. The
priest-judges who wove the texture of their
learning round Manu's venerable name were
final winners in the legal contest, and left
all rival teachers far behind. Unto the
present day, Hindu lawyers acknowledge
Manu as their foremost authority. This rare
success was largely due to the excellence

1 The Gaelic conception of the duties of a, righ or
chieftain, and the Indian notion of an ideal raj were
equally lofty. See PAGAN IRELAND, pp. 46-50,